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PEACOCK BASS FISHING IN SOUTH AMERICA

BY LARRY LARSEN

Over the past severa years, Larry
has traveled the globe to fish for pea-
cock bass. Hisitinerarieshaveincluded
more than 30 stops in South America,
where the accomplished angler has
caught and released hundreds of giant
peacock bass. He has caught them up
to 22 pounds and has set seven peacock
bass world line class records and an
IGFA all-tackle world record for the
butterfly peacock bass specie.

Larsen, an outdoor writer/photog-
rapher speciaizing in peacock and large-
mouth bass, is a strong advocate of
catch-and-release fishing. He has
helped L uhr Jensen develop certainlure
products specifically for catching giant
peacocks. More than 1,800 of his ar-
ticleshave appeared in regional and na-
tional magazinesover the past 30 years.
He also has written and published 20
fishing titlesincluding the peacock bass
series and the award-winning Bass Se-
ries Library.

I magine a 10-megaton hydrogen bomb go-
ing off below your giant \WWoodchopper® top-
water plug. The peacock bass, by nature, is
aggressive and its personality is downright
belligerent. Itisafish so powerful that it can
destroy tackle, straighten somehooksand tear
hardware right out of some hardwood and
hard plastic baits. Thefiercest fightingfishin
theworld may manglepoorly-constructedlures
and even break them apart, and then give you
the battle of your life.

Itisimpossibleto exaggerate the strikeand
fight of this colorful gamefish. The larger it
gets, in contradiction to its North American
cousins, the better it fights. The fish almost
aways jumps the second it is hooked, and
after a head-shaking leap or two, makes an
incredible run. In along, straight run, this
aerial acrobat, weighing over 15 pounds, can

rip40-1b. test linefrom aheavy-duty 3:1ratio
casting reel withthedrag clamped downtight.

The trophy-size peacock can easily break
20- to 30-Ib. test monofilament, or even
straighten out a 3X heavy-strength hook in
one of itsinitial charges or when it sees the
boat and senses doom. Designing lures to
hold up to the giant peacock bass is a chal-
lenge, and this challenge has been met by
Lubhr Jensen’s designers. In fact, no other
company makes afull range of baits specifi-
cally focused on handling the toughest-fight-
ing freshwater gamefish in the world.

THE PEACOCK

AND ITSDEADLY RANGE

The peacock isnot really a“bass’ at all. It
strongly resembles a largemouth in general
size and shape but it is actually the largest
American member of the cichlid family of
fishes. Thepeacock, whichhasattained | GFA
documented weights of 27 pounds, is more
commonly called” pavon” inLatin American
countries and “ tucunare” in Brazil.

Peacock bass originate and thrive in South
American waters. The real giants of the
specie live in remote backwater lagoons off
major tributaries in the Amazon drainage of
Venezuela, Brazil and Columbia, but other
countries, such as Guyana, Suriname, French
Guiana, Ecuador, Peru and Bolivia all have
watersthat contributeto the massive Amazon
watershed which aboundswith peacock bass.
The range of the peacock also has grown to
include south Florida, Hawaii, Puerto Rico,
Panama and Costa Rica.

THE BEST LURES
FOR THE BULLY

Choosing the best peacock lures normally
dependson establishing effective patternsfor
the size of fish you are targeting. Schooling
peacocks are so aggressive that fishing alure
with more than one hook can lead to multiple
hookup excitement. In some schooling situ-
ations, the challengeis not in hooking a pea-
cock butinlandingit. If afish missesthebait,
another will blast it. Since peacocks are so
aggressive, there is little need to use light
tackle.

TOPWATER PLUGS

Topwater prop baits (with one or two spin-
nersontherear) areeffective on peacock bass
about 80 percent of the time, and the most
popular surface lure for giants in South
America is the Big Game Woodchopper®.
More20-pluspound peacockshavebeentaken
on thislure than on all other combined.

The Amazon Ripper™ and Big Game Jerk
‘n Sam™ have avid followers and both are
also extremely productive on the giants. All
threehugelurescatch monster peacockswhen

“wet”. They are in their prime when cast
toward shore, but they are also highly produc-
tive when cast toward shore in “open” water
and when trolled!

Big Game Woodchopper®

The smaller Peacock BassLure™, Amazon
Rippersand Jerk n Sams™ areall every effec-
tive rear-spinner surface baits that attract all
sizesof peacocks. Theaction of theseplugsis
what attracts attention. While a sharp jerk-
pause-jerk technique, each time moving the
bait approximately two feet, is usually most
productive, sometimes a long, hard pull and
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brief pause can be effective. At other times, a
soft twitch can draw an explosive strike, par-
ticularly when near cover.

Fish the baits quickly toward wood cover;
asyou get closeto the key habitat, slow down
the plug and work it with a short rip, then
pause, andripitonceagain. Fishthem around
thetreetops, over pointsand al ong channel sor
roadbeds (in areservoir).

MID-DEPTH PLUGS

Long minnow plugs, such asthe Javelin™,
wobble down afew feet and catch their share
of peacocks. White, yellow, silver and Fire
Tiger hues are generally most productive.
Steadily cranking the minnow plugs or work-
ing them with short rips are both very effec-
tive. Thebaitscan alsobetrolled slowly close
to shore, typically in water 3 to 8 feet deep.

A fairly fast retrieve can also be hot, and as
a follow-up bait, these lures have no peer.
Once you have an initial strike, that fish has
givenitself away, and it can be caught with a
follow-up presentation. When a big peacock



boils at your topwater presentation, come
back at it withaminnow bait quickly retrieved
through thesamespot, and hang ontoyour rod
tight!

Javelin™ e

SEARCHING THE DEPTHS

The best baits for submerged operation in-
clude spoons and vibrating plugs. The Pet®
Spoon and the Sugar Shad® both go into the
depthsto attract thefish. For giantsfrom the
depths, a#18 Tony AccettaPet Spoonismost
productive. Whenthebig peacocksarenot on
the surface, trolling one will draw strikes. A
large Krocodile® spoon in a bright orange
color can also be effective.

Buzz baits are effective on peacock bass

Pet® Spoon

(particularly in the hottest months on lakes
andlagoons). TheBig GameBuzzBait canbe
extremely productive. When fishing water
between visibletrees or other such cover, the
Sugar Shad® BruteBait canbedeadly. These
lipless crankbaits can be cast or trolled pro-
ductively. Good colors are silver with black
or bluebacks, yellow or gold, whiteand green.
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TOP PLACESAND TACTICS
FOR TROPHIES

The larger peacock bass in the pecking
order alwaysget their choiceof habitat. Little
fish haveto get out of theway or beeaten. As
aresult, you won't generally catch little fish
alongside big fish. In most cases, the trophy-
size peacocks want to be in relatively deep

Sugar Shad
Brute®

Big Game
Buzz Bait

water, near cover or in a bottom trench in a
lagoon. Casting to such placesisthebest way
to attract big peacocks.

Another way to check out thelarger lagoons
in South Americaisto troll down the middle.
Once you've found the peacock’s hangout,
there should be othersin the area. You can

stop and cast in the same vicinity (middle of
that lagoon) and catch plenty of big fish. It's
been my experience, however, that midsize
and smaller peacocks generally are not in the
middle, they are hiding under cover along the
bank.

An angler and his or her alert partner can
utilize the “team approach” to catch more
peacocks. Whoever is not fighting the fish
should make a quick cast near the battling
peacock, and often, a second fish will be
hooked. Peacocks school, and members of
that school will often follow a hooked fish
right totheboat. The hangers-onwill beafter
the bait or lure hanging from the unfortunate
fish’'sjaw. It'satactic I've often used suc-
cessfully.

Thelagoonsand lakeswith alot of coverin
the form of standing timber or giant boulders
areprimeplacesfor big peacock. While most
look morelikelittle reservoirs, they are natu-
ral lakes off rivers. They offer numerous
features such as points and humps which
attract peacock bass. They also have “cuts’
from theriver that are likewise productive.

Most shallow areas have some vegetation,
and such spots may hold a few smaller pea-
cocks. The best areas, though usually have a
relationship to deeper water; thethickest bush
or tree in a bunch is often the best spot; two
growing close to each other is often good; an
isolated bigger treeor bush away fromagroup
also hasalot of potential, especialy if it lies
near deeper water. The edge of the woods,
timber around a depression, and the edges of
fairly large openings in thick wooded areas
also can be very productive.

Aselsewhere, water conditions are critical
when fishing peacocks. Both clarity and
water level affect these fish. In most South
American tributaries, waters are clear and
dark. Turbidwater whichflowsintoanareaas
levels rise may cause peacocks to actively
feed. How fast the water level rises also
significantly affects the ability to catch pea-
cocks. Regardless of its color, high water
makes catching them moredifficult. Withthe
junglesbesidelagoonsflooded, fisharewidely
dispersed.

Casting alure to the deep water off a shal-
low point or “saddle” that drops quickly can
be very productive. Waters without the ben-
efit of asharp drop or other defining structure
that areover six feet deep, should generally be
trolled. Waters of less depth and more ob-
stacles(whether boul dersor submerged trees)
should be cast.

WHEN AND WHERE TO GO
There are several peacock bass fishing op-
erations in South America and numerous

agents selling their tripsin the United States.
Some have access to the remote waters that
are most productive and othersdon’t, soitis
wise to do plenty of research before hooking
a trip with anyone. Accommodations may
vary from tent camp, to fixed-baselodge, to a
comfortable barge, to a mobile houseboat or
yacht.

Theprimetimesto catch peacock alsovary,

WORLD RECORD
PEACOCK BASS
Luhr Jensen “Peacock Bass Lure
holds the current IGFA all-tackle
world record peacock bass of 27
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Ibs. This fish, held here by a
guide, was caught by Gerald
“Doc” Lawson of Purcell, OK from
a shallow lagoon off the Negro
River in the state of Amazonas,
Brazil.

depending onthearea, andin general, thelow
water timesarethevery best. Onamajority of
trips, these occur between September and
April.

| call the peacock bassthe“World' s Great-
est Gamefish” becauseit isattracted to cover,
strikes topwater lures regularly, jumps when
hooked, never gives up a battle, is powerful
enough to tax angler skills and tackle, has a
physical appearance that looks exciting and
obtains an average size of 15 to 25 pounds (a
very respectful weight).

Check it out!!!

bass.

priority mail.

REFERENCE - SUGGESTED READING

PF1 - PEACOCK BASS EXPLOSIONS ($16.95 postpaid) details when, where and how to
catch the Americas’ greatest gamefish! Top tactics from around the world help you catch
more and larger peacocks. This comprehensive reference source with info on the variety of
peacock species, including numerous photos and maps, is invaluable to all anglers with a
sense of adventure or yearning to battle the explosive peacock bass!

PF2 - PEACOCK BASS & OTHER FIERCE EXOTICS ($17.95 Postpaid) covers the exciting
peacock bass, payara and rainbow bass of Latin America. This detailed book reveals the
very latest techniques, lures and patterns that fool the provocative fish, along with over 80
informative illustrations and photos. The majority of strategies are focused on peacock

Both titles by Larry Larsen are available by sending check or money order to the
author at Dept. “PF-LJ1”, 2640 Elizabeth Place, Lakeland, FL 33813. Please add $3 for
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