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Introduction

Thissite wasbuilt in 1986 onwardsat the foot of HeadrigHill in the district
of Butlaw SouthQueensferry

ProgressRail inherited the presentday site in 2008 with it having been
previously developedby Digital EquipmentCorporation (latterly Compaq
and then Hewlett-Packard)in the late 1980s and then maintained by
Motorolafrom 1996until the early2000s.

As a consequencenuch of the groundsupon Progressw | Aafri¢aBwere
significantly overgrown but featured a number of non-native, municipal
low-maintenanceplants and over the initial yearsan effort was made to
tidy andestablishwhat waspresent

Initial tasksincluded cutting the grassand applyingbalesof barleyto the
pond, named LochanWilson in 2013 in memory of our colleaguelan
Wilson, to reduce and control the blanketweedfollowing high levels of
phosphateswithin the water.

2014 saw the first year of our biodiversity project and since then it has
developed alongsidethe increasedspeciesof trees, plants, wildflower,
insectsand mammals
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Site overview

A The map below highlightsthe key features of this 32-acre site which are
discussedhroughoutthe report.
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Habitats

Initially severalareasof grasslandwvere left as no-mow to create a habitat
suitablefor invertebratesand smallmammals(field and bank voles)which
proved successfulvith increasednumbersof ringlet butterflies and birds
suchasthe grey partridge,kestrelandtawny owl.

Severalsmalltests areaswere alsocut to create smallpoolswith only one
dryingout. Thesmallspoolscreatedhabitatsfor aquaticinvertebratesand
amphibians Swallowsandhousemartinswere seencollectingmud for nest
buildingfrom the edgeof a pool.

In 2018 a new dew pond was
developed to encourage newts,
keepingthem away from the fish
stockedlochan Within daysa frog
had taken up residenceand by the
following spring frog spawn was
evident, but some tadpoles were
still presentin autumn Thiswas
suspectedo be attributable to the
lack of food but was noted not to
be unusualwith some even being
known to overwinter into the next
againyeat

Frog visiting the dew pond
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Habitats

Any trees requiring ol
cutting down for general
site  management or
safety are recycled and
over the yearswe have
created log piles which
has attracted mammals
such as wood mice and
stoats,aswell asinsects
or invertebrates

We haveattempted wild
flower seeding with
mixed results, actually
finding that a cheaper
product produced a
better display

Yellow  rattle has
partially workedin some
areasin suppressinghe
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In wet areas, plants °  Plantin
associated with that 3
type of habitat are now
appearing such as
commonorchids,ragged
robin and cuckooflower.
Thecuckooflower is the
host plant for orangetip
butterflies.
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Habitats

In recent years we have
planted more gorse and trees
on the south bank to create a
new habitat to encourage
nestingsiskinsand blackcaps

The promotion of bramble
busheshas provided quick and
easy access habitat for
mammalsgo hide in.
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Trees & shrubbery

We inherited a number of established
trees and shrubs which had been
plantedup to twenty yearsearlier

Fast growing and low maintenance
were likely the key criteria for
selectingthe non-native species

Some had been planted to create
hedgerowsand break the view of an
industrial building but over time
othershavegrownnaturally.

We are actively changingour trees
andshrubberylandscape
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Trees & shrubbery

In 2021 we planted 42 native trees
and 6 pyracanthabushes The latter
are an excellent food source for
pollinators and the red berries
providingwinter food for the birds

Significant tree removal, i.e. non-
native sycamores,is required on the
south bank which are smotheringout
the native, slower growing species [
suchasoakandhorsechestnut ;
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Flora

Overthe variousseasonsa diversity of flora
existsonsite,from forget-me-nots & daffodils
to tufted loosestrife& palewillowherhb.

Theyprovidea welcomefood sourcefor both
pollinatorsé& birds.

The next few pages demonstrates the
variety.
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Yellow suckling clover

Western dogwood
Catmint

Grass
leaved
stitchwort

Ox-eye daisy Pale willowherb

Marsh thistle
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