
TOOLBOX TALKS
SCAFFOLDING

• Make sure all scaffolding is erected, adjusted and dismantled by experienced, 
competent personnel

• Make sure all uprights are provided with base plates

• Make sure all uprights, ledgers, braces and struts are in position

• To prevent collapse, secure the scaffolding to the building or structure in as many 
places as is practical

• To prevent falling, install double guard rails with toe boards at every edge

• Provide additional brick guards to prevent falling materials

• Fully board the working platforms and arrange the boards to avoid tipping or tripping

• Place barriers and warning notices around the scaffolding to stop people from using 
incomplete scaffolds (e.g., where working platforms are not fully boarded, etc.)

• Make sure the scaffolding is strong enough to carry the planned weight of materials 
and workers

• Lock the wheels of tower scaffolds when in use

• Make sure the platforms are empty when they are moved

SAFETY TIPS

Toolbox Talks are designed to promote safety discussions and best practices on the jobsite. To see more Toolbox Talks, please visit cat.com/toolboxtalks.
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Employee Participants: 

The material in this document is provided for informational 

purposes only and not as a comprehensive or exhaustive 

resource on this topic. This material has been compiled 

from a multitude of sources believed to be accurate; 

however, Caterpillar Inc. assumes no responsibility for the 

accuracy or currency of this information and encourages 

you to consult experts in this area for more information. In 

no event does the content of this document supersede any 

applicable local, state or federal statutes or regulations.

There are a lot of moving parts on the jobsite. To find a safety topic relevant to your operation, please visit   cat.com/toolboxtalks.


