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Toolbox Talks are intended to facilitate health and safety 
discussions on the job site. For additional Toolbox Talks, please 
visit S

TOPIC: Safe Practices – Pinch Points 
Pinch points are defined as any point where it is possible for a body 
part to be caught between moving and stationary portions if 
machinery or equipment. There is a high probability of a serious 
injury if a person is caught in a pinch point. Here are some safety tips 
to help you avoid being caught in a pinch point: 

 

Safety Precautions 

– Always read and understand the Operation Manual before using any 
equipment 

– Visually inspect the machine before operating 

– Before using the machine, make sure all covers and protective 
shields for pinch point hazards are in place 

– Never work on or around machines that do not have guards 

– Always be sure to lock-out and tag out all machines before servicing 
them, as well as de-energizing them 

– Be sure you have proper hand clearance when carrying loads 
through openings or setting loads down 

– Always wear the appropriate PPE for the task at hand 

– Avoid wearing loose clothing or jewelry when working around 
equipment with moving parts 

– Always pay attention when you have to put your hands, fingers, or 
feet between or under anything 

– When working on an articulated machine such as a Wheel Loader, 
Compactor, or Articulated Truck, always use the articulation lock if 
working on the steering system or if it is necessary to have the 
engine running. 
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The material in this document is provided for informational 
purposes only and not as a comprehensive or exhaustive 
resource on this topic. This material has been compiled from 
a multitude of sources believed to be accurate; however, 
Caterpillar Inc. assumes no responsibility for the accuracy or 
currency of this information and encourages you to consult 
experts in this area for more information.  In no event does 
the content of this document supersede any applicable 
local, state, or federal statutes or regulations. 

 


