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Toolbox Talks are intended to facilitate health and safety 
discussions on the job site. For additional Toolbox Talks, please 
visit S

TOPIC: Safe Practices—Diesel Fuel Tips 
Diesel fuel powers many different types of equipment and vehicles, 
exposure to it can be hazardous to your health. Contact, either direct 
or indirect, with diesel fuel can irritate skin and cause respiratory 
problems. Here are some precautions to help minimize excessive 
exposure:  

 

Safety Precautions 

– Be sure diesel equipment is properly maintained 

– Check for any exhaust leaks 

– Fix cracks in vehicles and repair holes in the floor to prevent 
exhaust from entering the vehicle 

– Always be sure to properly clean up and spills 

– Use exhaust ventilation fans 

– Minimize diesel engine operations while inside garages without 
adequate ventilation 

– Always avoid direct contact with diesel fuel 

– Always be sure to wear the appropriate PPE when working with or 
around diesel fuel 

– Wash any skin or clothing thoroughly if diesel fuel contact is made 

– If you are overexposed to diesel vapors, leave the area immediately 
and take deep breaths of fresh air 

– Always turn the machine off when fueling a vehicle with diesel fuel 
or gasoline 
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The material in this document is provided for informational 
purposes only and not as a comprehensive or exhaustive 
resource on this topic. This material has been compiled from 
a multitude of sources believed to be accurate; however, 
Caterpillar Inc. assumes no responsibility for the accuracy or 
currency of this information and encourages you to consult 
experts in this area for more information.  In no event does 
the content of this document supersede any applicable 
local, state, or federal statutes or regulations. 

 


