
WHEN EVERY 
SECOND MATTERS:
PROTECTING CRITICAL PATIENT CARE

SUMMARY

When patient care can’t pause, power can’t fail. OHSU relies on 
a dedicated Cat standby power system to help ensure critical 
services remain operational during outages. The solution supports 
uninterrupted care, giving healthcare teams confidence that essential 
operations are protected when every second matters.

THE IMPACT

When every second matters, Cat standby power helps OHSU maintain 
uninterrupted patient care. By keeping critical systems and hospital 
operations running during outages, the solution gives healthcare 
teams confidence that patients, staff, and essential services remain 
supported when it matters most.

The new Vista Pavilion at Oregon Health 
& Science University (OHSU) in Portland, 
Oregon, is a 14-story, 530,000-square-
foot expansion supporting advanced 
cancer treatment and specialized patient 
care. Because the facility houses critical 
systems – including patient treatment 
areas, life safety infrastructure, elevators, 
and fire pumps – it requires immediate, 
highly reliable standby power during utility 
outages.

POWER NEED

The facility is supported by three Cat® 
3516C diesel generator sets, each rated 
at 2 MW, providing a combined 6 MW 
of standby power capacity. The system 
automatically transfers the building to 
backup power in less than 10 seconds, 
maintaining uninterrupted patient care 
and meeting stringent hospital code 
requirements. A 50,000-gallon remote fuel 
storage system provides at least 96 hours 
of runtime, while Cat Switchgear enables 
seamless island-mode operation and 
advanced control functionality.

SOLUTION

OHSU worked closely with Cat dealer 
Peterson Power Systems and Cat 
Switchgear specialists throughout the 
project. The resulting system protects 
uninterrupted patient care while aligning 
with OHSU’s broader campus-wide 
infrastructure strategy, which includes Cat 
generators operating across approximately 
30 buildings.

RESULTS 6 MW
Total standby power capacity

<10 SECONDS
Automatic transfer to 
backup power

96 HOURS
Runtime supported by 
50,000-gallon fuel 
storage system

KEY  
STATISTICS
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