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Progress Rail has strong roots in recycling – in fact, our business was founded on it. 
While we have broadened our industry expertise to cover the entire rail value chain, 
recycling is still the heartbeat of our company. Our ability to safely recycle material 
while extending the life of viable components allows us to provide incremental value 
for your scrap metal.  Our global reach provides direct access to steel mills and 
foundries – enabling our clients to manage their scrap as an asset.
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Automotive Recycling

Approximately 15 million vehicles per year are removed from the road in the United States due to age 
or damage. Industry associations report that 95 percent of these vehicles are recycled. The automotive 
recycling industry plays an integral role in the efficient and environmentally friendly disposal of these 
vehicles. Automotive recycling preserves natural resources, is more energy efficient than production of 
new replacement parts, and ensures the contaminants from end of life vehicles (ELVs) are kept out of 
the environment

Environmental Processing

Progress Rail embraces its corporate responsibility for environmental stewardship and uses 
state-of-the-art equipment and procedures to process all vehicles before they are recycled. Vehicles 
are isolated where the fuel, oils, antifreeze, power steering fluid and brake fluid are removed from the 
vehicle. The type of freon in the vehicle is identified and then recovered for recycling. Mercury
switches, batteries and wheel weights are removed to help keep heavy metals out of the environment. 
Once all of the potential environmental contaminants are removed, the vehicles are either shredded or 
sent to a parts yard.

Automotive Parts

Many vehicles still have usable parts remaining when they meet their end of life. These parts 
are inspected, inventoried, labeled and available for resale at Progress Rail auto salvage yards. 
Computerized inventory makes finding the right parts fast and easy and makes our inventory easily 
searchable by anyone over the internet. Our high quality parts are subjected to detailed inspection 
before they are ever sold. These rigid inspection procedures enable us to provide a warranty on all of 
our parts. Reuse is the first step in recycling and Progress Rail is an industry leader in all aspects of 
recycling.


