
Burns are serious business.  They can be 
painful, long-lasting, life events that affect 
not only those injured but also their friends, 
family, and co-workers.  Following your 
company or organization’s safety rules and 
procedures is an important preventative 
step.  If an incident does occur, knowing 

the correct first aid is extremely important.  Liquid asphalt burns may occur in the 
field or at asphalt plant facilities while unloading or transferring liquid asphalt 
cement, sampling, or due to contact with hot asphalt mix.  The first aid instructions 
below apply specifically to burns from liquid asphalt cement.

On-Scene First Aid For Asphalt Burns

§ Immediately address any airway, breathing or circulation concerns
and start cooling

§ Do not remove asphalt from skin

§ Leave burn uncovered

§ Quickly place affected area under running/flowing water

§ Call 911 for emergency medical help. Urgent medical attention is required
for burns to the face, eyes, hands, feet and genitalia, and for circumferential
or large burn areas.

If Skin Is Affected
§ Do not delay

§ Immediately place the affected skin under running/flowing water for
at least 20 minutes, using any water resource available

§ Prolonged flushing/cooling is necessary

If Eyes Are Affected
§ Do not delay as urgent medical attention is required for burns to the face,

eyes, hands, feet, genitalia and for circumferential or large burn areas.

§ Lay the person on his/her back

§ Flush with running water for at least 20 minutes by allowing the water to flow
over the bridge of the nose to the eyes, using any water resource available
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Caterpillar believes in the importance of safety and we want our customers to arrive Safely home. Everyone. Every day.™ This requires safe and reliable equipment, well-trained operators, 
properly designed job sites and a commitment to safety throughout the organization. Wherever you are in your safety journey, Caterpillar Safety Services is committed to providing you the 
tools, resources and knowledge to develop a sustainable culture of safety excellence.
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Questions/Comments:

The material in this document is provided for informa-
tional purposes only and not as a comprehensive or 
exhaustive resource on this topic. This material has 
been compiled from a multitude of sources believed 
to be accurate; however, Caterpillar Inc. assumes 
no responsibility for the accuracy or currency of this 
information and encourages you to consult experts in 
this area for more information. In no event does the 
content of this document supersede any applicable 
local, state, or federal statutes or regulations.

TOOLBOX TALK
Toolbox talks promote a sense of personal accountability and help to build a 
sustainable culture of safety excellence. For additional safety culture products 
and services, please visit CAT.COM/SAFETY.
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