Machine Safety Walk-Around
Inspections
Toolbox Talks are intended to facilitate health and safety
discussions on the job site. For additional Toolbox Talks, please
visit SAFETY.CAT.COM.
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TOPIC: Machine Safety—Walk-Around Inspections
Overview
–

–

Walk-around inspections take only a few minutes at the
beginning and end of each shift—yet they are one of the best
ways to prevent mechanical problems and safety hazards.
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Employee Participants:

When you find a fluid leak, a loose hose fitting, or some other
problem before a failure, you help avoid injuries and
minimize repair time.

What To Do
–

Use your senses: sight, smell, hearing, and touch.

–

Any time you get off the machine, and definitely at the end
of the shift, do a quick walk-around.

–

If you see anything different from the way it was when you
started running the machine, pass the information on to the
next operator and make sure you place this new information
about your equipment on your operator report.

Frequency
–

Check your machine periodically during your entire workday.

–

Make sure to do your inspection the same way every time.

–

Complete one of these inspections at the start of each shift,
anytime you get off of the machine, and at the end of your
shift.
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The material in this document is provided for informational
purposes only and not as a comprehensive or exhaustive
resource on this topic. This material has been compiled from
a multitude of sources believed to be accurate; however,
Caterpillar Inc. assumes no responsibility for the accuracy or
currency of this information and encourages you to consult
experts in this area for more information. In no event does
the content of this document supersede any applicable
local, state, or federal statutes or regulations.

