




Case Study 
 

 

Visa and Perkins celebrate a 25 year relationship and more than 35,000 engines  

Visa was started in the 1960’s in the northern part of Italy by Benvenuto Barro, father of current 

owners Lorenzo and Marco. Initially a small firm engaged with electrical equipment activities, it later 

moved towards the manufacture of mobile energy equipment - generator sets. 

Lorenzo and Marco have been part of the company since the 1980’s and have helped the family 

grow the generating set side of the business, after recognising the growing demand for mobile 

equipment, both in the domestic and the international markets. 

At the time a number of Italian companies started to engage in the growing generator set business 

- there were some 270 classified small generator set firms in the Italian market. In the early 1990s, 

a few years after Visa entered the generator set business, Lorenzo and Marco decided to distinguish 

Visa from their competitors and focused on becoming a technology and quality leader. They also 

knew they had to widen their focus from the domestic to the international market to become a leading 

brand in the business. 

This is when Visa and Perkins started to work together, on a journey which continues 25 years on. 

One of the key reasons for Visa selecting Perkins was that it was a recognised brand, as well as the 

extended worldwide product support offering.  

Perkins initially supplied Visa with the iconic 3.152, 4.236 and 6.354 and over the years the range 

grew to include the 400 to the 4000 Series range, extending the power offering above 2000 kVA.  

Over the years the electric power (EP) market has evolved and Visa has continued its journey into 

the international market, known for its technology innovation, quality products and worldwide 

services. The partnership with Perkins is also a clear element of Visa’s value proposition. There is a 

strong partnership with BU Power Systems Italia, the Perkins appointed distributor for Italy, including 

specific cooperation in the current generator set business as well as working together on special 

projects, such as the 400 Series for telecommunications. 

Today Visa is a leading EP player in Italy, employing around 200 people and producing their 

generator sets in a state of the art new factory located in Fontanelle, in North East Italy. Their 

products are sold in 60 countries, while product support is delivered through their fully trained dealers 

around the world.   
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In 2013 Hymach began a collaboration with BU Power Systems Italia, Perkins 

appointed distributor for Italy, to design a new radio-controlled tools carrier vehicle 

for green and forest maintenance, among other applications. 

To differentiate itself from the competitors, Hymach looked for a powerful and reliable engine to 

reduce downtime and last for many years - selecting Perkins engines to meet these criteria. 

At the beginning of 2014, the Herb-Hy was launched. 

Primarily used as a grass cutter, Hymach also produces a 

complete range of tools, to ensure its customers achieve 

an excellent result, even in the toughest of conditions. 

The front hitch allows the use of a rotary cutter, edge 

trimmer, snow blower or snow plow or a front loader, 

offering high versatility and productivity all year round. 

The operator controls the machine through a hand held 

radio control panel in order to safely carry out tasks in 

harsh environments. The graphic display on the control 

panel shows the operator the machine data, speed, soil 

slope, loss of radio control signal (over 300m between 

machine and controller) and alarms. There is also a remote 

diagnostic kit that allows the operator to carry out basic 

maintenance service on the Herb-Hy. 

The self-tensioning and self-adjusting crawler makes sure the Herb-Hy doesn’t compact the soil 

and works properly on every surface. On extreme slopes the machine keeps a straight path thanks 

to a hydraulic offset regulator on a hydraulic motors circuit. The crawl track can be adjusted 

between 1.3 and 1.8 meters. 

The engine of choice has been a Perkins® 403D-15T 40 hp engine equipped with a reversing fan 

that helps the machine to achieve 7km/h speed and a cutting width of up 150cm. 

The machine has a roll-over protection, a working light and one or more cameras so as the 

operator can see the working area. The roll-

over protection is also used to lift the machine. 

Customers appreciate the robustness, 

reliability and productivity of Hymach’s 

machines. With more than 30 years’ 

experience in the market and trust in an 

engine supplier like Perkins, Hymach has also 

designed and launched a new 70 hp machine 

that will be displayed at EIMA 2016. 












