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TOPIC: Safely Starting and Stopping a Tractor 
 

Starting a Tractor 

– Before mounting, always make sure all guards and shields are in 
place 

– Use handrails and always maintain three points of contact when 
mounting 

– Adjust operators seat and fasten seatbelt, if equipped 
– Place gearshift in “neutral” or “park” 
– Always make sure all hydraulic controls are in neutral 
– Disengage PTO 
– Depress the brake 
– Depress the clutch 
– Always start the machine from the operators seat 
– Never start any machine from the ground 
– Never bypass the normal starting circuitry 
– Always read and understand the Operator and Maintenance Manual 

before operating any machine 
 

Stopping a Tractor 

– Apply the brakes evenly 
– Disengage the PTO 
– Always lower all hydraulic attachments to the ground 
– Shift the gearshift lever in “neutral” or “park” 
– Turn the ignition key to the off position 
– Always be sure to remove the key, this will prevent accidental 

starts 
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The material in this document is provided for informational 
purposes only and not as a comprehensive or exhaustive 
resource on this topic. This material has been compiled from 
a multitude of sources believed to be accurate; however, 
Caterpillar Inc. assumes no responsibility for the accuracy or 
currency of this information and encourages you to consult 
experts in this area for more information.  In no event does 
the content of this document supersede any applicable 
local, state, or federal statutes or regulations. 

 


