Toolbox Talks are intended to facilitate health and safety
discussions on the job site. For additional Toolbox Talks, please
visit SAFETY.CAT.COM™,

TOPIC: Respiratory Protection

Different atmospheric contaminants require different respirators.
Choose the correct, NIOSH-approved respirator for the contaminants
in your area. And when necessary, use the appropriate cartridge for
your respirator. Change cartridges periodically. Medical evaluations
and training must also be provided.

Single-Strap Dust Masks

- Not usually NIOSH approved - NOT for hazardous atmospheres
- May be used to protect against pollen and other allergens

Approved Filtering Face Pieces

- Good for protection against dust, mists, welding fumes, etc.
- Do NOT use to protect against gases, vapors, asbestos, or lead

Half-Face Respirators
— Used for most vapors, acid gases, dust, or welding fumes
Full-Face Respirators

- Superior to half-face respirators, also protect the face and eyes
from irritants and contaminants

- Protects against most vapors, acid gases, dust, or welding
fumes

Loose-Fitting Powered-Air-Purifying Respirators (PAPR)

— A battery-powered fan pulls air through filters and circulates air
throughout the helmet or hood for greater breathing comfort
— Fits most workers, even those with beards

Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA)
— Used for entry and escape from atmospheres that are

immediately dangerous to life and health (IDHL) or oxygen
deficient; the SCBA uses its own air tank
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The material in this document is provided for informational
purposes only and not as a comprehensive or exhaustive
resource on this topic. This material has been compiled from
a multitude of sources believed to be accurate; however,
Caterpillar Inc. assumes no responsibility for the accuracy or
currency of this information and encourages you to consult
experts in this area for more information. In no event does
the content of this document supersede any applicable
local, state, or federal statutes or regulations.
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