
 

 

OHIO PROCUREMENT CODE 
 

Fiscal Year End:  June 30 
 
 

1. Prequalifications:  None. 
 
2. Auto-drop:  None. 

 
3. Life Cycle Costing (LCC):  While LCC is not mentioned specifically, if it is in 

the contract as evaluation criteria, it can be used as the basis for an award. 
a. ORC 125.07.1 (E) à  Award may be made to the offeror whose proposal is determined 

to be the most advantageous to this state, taking into consideration factors such as price 
and the evaluation criteria set forth in the request for proposals. The contract file shall 
contain the basis on which the award is made. 

 
4. Piggybacking:  Allowed. 

a. ORC 125.05 (B) à  Subject to division (E) of this section and in accordance with section 
125.051 of the Revised Code, a state agency may make purchases of supplies and 
services that cost more than twenty-five thousand dollars but less than fifty thousand 
dollars if the purchases are made under the direction of an employee of the agency who is 
certified by the department to make purchases and if the purchases comply with the 
department’s purchasing procedures. Section 127.16 of the Revised Code does not apply 
to purchases made under this division. Until the certification effective date established by 
the department in rules adopted under section 125.051 of the Revised Code, state 
agencies may make purchases of supplies and services that cost more than twenty-five 
thousand dollars but less than fifty thousand dollars in the same manner as provided in 
division (A) of this section. 

 
5. Recycle Preferences:  Recycled products preferred 

a. ORC 125.082.A à  When purchasing equipment, materials, or supplies, the general 
assembly; the offices of all elected state officers; all departments, boards, offices, 
commissions, agencies, institutions, including, without limitation, state-supported 
institutions of higher education, and other instrumentalities of this state; the supreme 
court; all courts of appeals; and all courts of common pleas, may purchase recycled 
products in accordance with the guidelines adopted under division (B) of this section if 
the products are available and meet the performance specifications of the procuring 
entities. Purchases of recycled products shall comply with any rules adopted under 
division (C) of this section 

b. ORC 125.082.B à  The director of administrative services shall adopt rules in 
accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code establishing guidelines for the 
procurement of recycled products pursuant to division (A) of this section. To the extent 
practicable, the guidelines shall do all of the following: 

i. Be consistent with and substantially equivalent to any relevant regulations adopted 
by the administrator of the United States environmental protection agency 
pursuant to the “Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976,” 90 Stat. 
2806, 42 U.S.C.A. 6921, as amended; 

ii. Establish the minimum percentage of recycled materials the various products 
shall contain in order to be considered “recycled” for the purposes of division 
(A) of this section; 

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/125.051
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/127.16
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/125.051


 

 

iii. So far as practicable and economically feasible, incorporate specifications for 
recycled-content materials to promote the use and purchase of recycled products 
by state agencies. 

c. ORC 125.082.C à  The director may adopt rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of the 
Revised Code establishing a maximum percentage by which the cost of recycled products 
purchased under division (A) of this section may exceed the cost of comparable products 
made of virgin materials 

d. OAC 123:5-1-09.A à  When purchasing equipment, materials, or supplies, the general 
assembly; the offices of all elected state officers; all departments, boards, offices, 
commissions, agencies, institutions, including, without limitation, state-supported 
institutions of higher education, and other instrumentalities of this state; the supreme 
court; all courts of appeals; and all courts of common pleas, may purchase recycled 
products when: 

i. The recycled product being offered is substantially equivalent to the non-recycled 
product and is commercially available in quantities sufficient to meet the needs 
of the procuring agency; 

ii. The recycled product being offered is consistent with and substantially equivalent 
to any relevant regulations adopted by the administrator of the United States 
environmental protection agency pursuant to the “Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act of 1976,” 90 Stat. 2806, 42 U.S.C.6921 , as amended; 

iii. It is economically feasible to purchase the recycled product. To determine if the 
product is economically feasible, the purchasing entity may apply a preference 
not to exceed five percent above the lowest price offered for the comparable 
non-recycled product being considered. 

http://codes.ohio.gov/oac 
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc 

 
6. Minority/Small/Disadvantaged Business Enterprise preferences:  Approx. 

15% of the total value of fiscal year purchases should be set aside for MBE 
participation only. 

a. ORC 125.081.A à  From the purchases that the department of administrative services is 
required by law to make through competitive selection, the director of administrative 
services shall select a number of such purchases, the aggregate value of which equals 
approximately fifteen per cent of the estimated total value of all such purchases to be 
made in the current fiscal year. The director shall set aside the purchases selected for 
competition only by minority business enterprises, as defined in division (E)(1) of section 
122.71 of the Revised Code. The competitive selection procedures for such purchases set 
aside shall be the same as for all other purchases the department is required to make 
through competitive selection, except that only minority business enterprises certified by 
the equal employment opportunity coordinator of the department of administrative 
services in accordance with the rules adopted under division (B)(1) of section 123.151 of 
the Revised Code and listed by the director under division (B) of section 125.08 of the 
Revised Code shall be qualified to compete. 

7. Cooperative Bidding 
 

National IPA 
The City of Tucson, AZ has awarded a national cooperative purchasing agreement 
available to agencies through National Intergovernmental Purchasing Alliance (National 
IPA).  Visit the National IPA website for state specific information 
http://www.nationalipa.org/statutes.html 
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National Joint Powers Alliance (NJPA) 
NJPA currently supports over 100 national contracts for products and services that are 
available to local governmental agencies and other not for profit entities. Additional 
information can be found by visiting NJPA's State Procurement Resources web site. 
http://www.njpacoop.org/national-cooperative-contract-solutions/legal-authority/ 

 
*** Ohio Revised Code (Title 1, Chapter 125):http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/1 
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