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1. Pre-qualifications:  Questionnaire and financial statement may be required to be 
qualified. 

a. CA Code 10160 à  The department may require from prospective bidders answers to 
questions contained in a standard form of questionnaire and financial statement including 
a complete statement of the prospective bidder's financial ability and experience in 
performing public works. When completed, the questionnaire and financial statement 
shall be verified under oath by the bidder in the manner in which pleadings in civil 
actions are verified. Whenever prequalification is required of any bidder on a contract, it 
shall be required for all prospective bidders to that contract 

b. CA Code 10162 à  The department shall require from all prospective bidders the 
completion, under penalty of perjury, of a standard form of questionnaire inquiring 
whether such prospective bidder, any officer of such bidder, or any employee of such 
bidder who has a proprietary interest in such bidder, has ever been disqualified, removed, 
or otherwise prevented from bidding on, or completing a federal, state, or local 
government project because of a violation of law or a safety regulation, and if so to 
explain the circumstances. A bid may be rejected on the basis of a bidder, any officer of 
such bidder, or any employee of such bidder who has a proprietary interest in such 
bidder, having been disqualified, removed, or otherwise prevented from bidding on, or 
completing a federal, state, or local project because of a violation of law or a safety 
regulation. 

 
2. Auto-drop:  None. 

 
3. Life Cycle Costing (LCC): Evaluations based on LCC are allowed if mentioned 

in the ITB. 
a.  CA Code 20103.8.b à  The lowest bid shall be the lowest total of the bid prices on the 

base contract and those additive or deductive items that were specifically identified in the 
bid solicitation as being used for the purpose of determining the lowest bid price. 

 
4. Piggybacking: Allowed 

a. CA Code 10298.a à  The director may consolidate the needs of multiple state agencies 
for goods, information technology, and services, and, pursuant to the procedures 
established in Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 12100), establish contracts, master 
agreements, multiple award schedules, cooperative agreements, including agreements 
with entities outside the state, and other types of agreements that leverage the state's 
buying power, for acquisitions authorized under Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 
10290), Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 12100), and Chapter 3.6 (commencing with 
Section 12125). State and local agencies may contract with suppliers awarded those 
contracts without further competitive bidding. 

b. CA Code 10298.b à  The director may make the services of the department available, 
upon the terms and conditions agreed to, to any city, county, city and county, district, or 
other local governmental body or corporation empowered to expend public funds for the 
acquisition of goods, information technology, or services for assisting the agency in 
acquisitions conducted pursuant to Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 10290), Chapter 
3 (commencing with Section 12100), and Chapter 3.6 (commencing with Section 12125). 
The state shall not incur financial responsibility in connection with contracting for local 
agencies under this section. 



 

 

 
5. Recycle Preferences:  Preference to recycled products when cost is equal. 

a. CA Code 12201.c à  If fitness and quality are equal, each state agency shall 
purchase recycled products instead of nonrecycled products whenever recycled products 
are available at the same or a lesser total cost than nonrecycled products. 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/displaycode?section=pcc&group=12001-
13000&file=12200-12217 

 
6. Minority/Small/Disadvantaged Business Enterprise preferences: CA has 

statewide goal of 15% MBE, 5% WBE, and 3% DVBE (disabled veterans) 
participation. 

a. CA Code 10115.c à  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, contracts awarded by 
any state agency, department, officer, or other state governmental entity for construction, 
professional services (except those subject to Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 
16850) of Part 3 of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Government Code), materials, supplies, 
equipment, alteration, repair, or improvement shall have statewide participation goals of 
not less than 15 percent for minority business enterprises, not less than 5 percent for 
women business enterprises and 3 percent for disabled veteran business enterprises. 
These goals apply to the overall dollar amount expended each year by the awarding 
department, as defined by Section 10115.1, pursuant to this article 

b. CA Code 10115.2. à  In awarding contracts to the lowest responsible bidder, the 
awarding department shall consider the efforts of a bidder to meet minority business 
enterprise, women business enterprise, and disabled veteran business enterprise goals set 
forth in this article. The awarding department shall award the contract to the lowest 
responsible bidder meeting these goals. 

 
7. Cooperative Purchasing 

National IPA 
The City of Tucson, AZ has awarded a national cooperative purchasing agreement 
available to agencies through National Intergovernmental Purchasing Alliance 
(National IPA).  Visit the National IPA website for state specific information 
http://www.nationalipa.org/statutes.html 
 
National Joint Powers Alliance (NJPA) 
NJPA currently supports over 100 national contracts for products and services 
that are available to local governmental agencies and other not for profit entities. 
Additional information can be found by visiting NJPA's State Procurement 
Resources web site. 
http://www.njpacoop.org/national-cooperative-contract-solutions/legal-authority/  

 
***California Public Contract Code: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-
bin/calawquery?codesection=pcc&codebody=&hits=20 
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