
 

 

WISCONSIN PROCUREMENT CODE 
 

Fiscal Year End:  June 30 
 
 

1. Prequalifications:  None. 
 
2. Auto-drop:  None. 

 
3. Life Cycle Costing (LCC):  Bid evaluations may be based on LCC criteria. 

a. WS 16.75.1 àAll orders awarded or contracts made by the department for all materials, supplies, 
equipment, and contractual services to be provided to any agency … shall be awarded to the 
lowest responsible bidder, taking into consideration life cycle cost estimates under sub. (1m), 
when appropriate, the location of the agency, the quantities of the articles to be supplied, their 
conformity with the specifications, and the purposes for which they are required and the date of 
delivery 

 
4. Piggybacking: Allowed. 

a. WS 16.73.1 à  The department may enter into an agreement with a municipality or group of 
municipalities, and municipalities may enter into agreements with each other, under which any of 
the parties may agree to participate in, administer, sponsor or conduct purchasing transactions 
under a joint contract for the purchase of materials, supplies, equipment, permanent personal 
property, miscellaneous capital or contractual services 

b. WS 16.73.4.a à  When it is in the best interest of the state and consistent with competitive 
purchasing practices, the department may enter into agreements with purchasing agents of any 
other state or the federal government under which any of the parties may agree to participate in, 
administer, sponsor or conduct purchasing of materials, supplies, equipment, permanent personal 
property, miscellaneous capital or contractual services. The state may purchase from any vendor 
selected as a result of such purchasing agreements. 

 
5. Recycle Preferences:  Recycled materials to be purchased 

a. WS 16.855.10p à  For each proposed construction project, the department shall ensure that the 
specifications require the use of recovered materials and recycled materials, as defined under s. 
16.70 (11) and (12), to the extent that such use is technically and economically feasible. 

b. WS 16.72.2.e à  In writing the specifications under this subsection, the department and any other 
designated purchasing agent under s. 16.71 (1) shall incorporate requirements for the purchase of 
products made from recycled materials and recovered materials if their use is technically and 
economically feasible. Each authority other than the University of Wisconsin Hospitals and 
Clinics Authority, the Lower Fox River Remediation Authority, and the Health Insurance 
Risk−Sharing Plan Authority, in writing specifications for purchasing by the authority, shall 
incorporate requirements for the purchase of products made from recycled materials and recovered 
materials if their use is technically and economically feasible. The specifications shall include 
requirements for the purchase of the following materials: 1. Paper and paper products. 2. Plastic 
and plastic products. 3. Glass and glass products. 4. Motor oil and lubricants. 5. Construction 
materials, including insulating materials. 6. Furnishings, including rugs, carpets and furniture. 
Highway equipment, including signs, signposts, reflectors, guardrails, lane dividers and barricades 

c. WS 16.72.2.f à  In writing specifications under this subsection, the department, any other 
designated purchasing agent under s. 16.71 (1), and each authority other than the University of 
Wisconsin Hospitals and Clinics Authority, the Lower Fox River Remediation Authority, and the 
Health Insurance Risk−Sharing Plan Authority shall incorporate requirements relating to the 
recyclability and ultimate disposition of products and, wherever possible, shall write the 



 

 

specifications so as to minimize the amount of solid waste generated by the state, consistent with 
the priorities established under s. 287.05 (12). All specifications under this subsection shall 
discourage the purchase of single−use, disposable products and require, whenever practical, the 
purchase of multiple−use, durable products. 

 
6. Minority/Small/Disadvantaged Business Enterprise preferences:  MBE’s receive a 

5% price preference, and 5% of business to MBE’s. 
a. WS 16.75. 3M.b.1 àThe department and any agency making purchases under s. 16.74 shall 

attempt to ensure that 5 percent of the total amount expended under this subchapter in each fiscal 
year is paid to minority businesses  

b. WS 16.75.3M.b.2 à  Except as provided under sub. (7), the department may purchase materials, 
supplies, equipment, and contractual services from any minority business or disabled 
veteran−owned business, or a business that is both a minority business and a disabled 
veteran−owned business, submitting a qualified responsible competitive bid that is no more than 5 
percent higher than the apparent low bid or competitive proposal that is no more than 5 percent 
higher than the most advantageous proposal. In administering the preference for minority 
businesses or disabled veteran−owned businesses established in this paragraph, the department 
and any agency making purchases under s. 16.74 shall maximize the use of minority businesses or 
disabled veteran−owned businesses which are incorporated under ch. 180 or which have their 
principal place of business in this state 

Participation of small & veteran-owned businesses encouraged. 
c. WS 16.75.4.a à  The department shall encourage the participation of small businesses and 

veteran−owned businesses in the statewide purchasing program by ensuring that there are no 
undue impediments to such participation and by actively encouraging small businesses and 
veteran−owned businesses to play an active role in the solicitation of purchasing business by 
agencies. To that end the department shall: 1. Maintain comprehensive lists of small businesses 
and of veteran−owned businesses located in this state which have indicated a willingness to 
provide materials, supplies, equipment or contractual services to the state. 2. Develop ways of 
simplifying specifications and terms so that they will not impose unnecessary administrative 
burdens on small businesses and veteran−owned businesses located in this state which submit bids 
or proposals to the state. 

 
7. Cooperative Purchasing 

 
National IPA 
The City of Tucson, AZ has awarded a national cooperative purchasing agreement available to 
agencies through National Intergovernmental Purchasing Alliance (National IPA).  Visit the 
National IPA website for state specific information 
http://www.nationalipa.org/statutes.html 
 
National Joint Powers Alliance (NJPA) 
NJPA currently supports over 100 national contracts for products and services that are available 
to local governmental agencies and other not for profit entities. Additional information can be 
found by visiting NJPA's State Procurement Resources web site. 
http://www.njpacoop.org/national-cooperative-contract-solutions/legal-authority/ 
 

***Wisconsin Statues:  http://www.legis.state.wi.us/statutes/Stat0016.pdf  
 

http://www.nationalipa.org/statutes.html
http://www.njpacoop.org/national-cooperative-contract-solutions/legal-authority/
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/statutes/Stat0016.pdf

